
Some Rocks are Impermeable 

This means that they don’t allow water to soak 

through. Most hard rocks are impermeable like marble 

and slate. These are used for roof tiles and building to 

make are they are waterproof. Permeable rocks allow 

water to soak through. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  
 
 

        

Some rocks are hard Some rocks are soft 

Hard rocks are difficult to 

scratch or to break into 

bits. 

You can polish hard rocks 

and make them shiny and 

smooth. 

Hard rocks are used for 

building. 

 Marble 

 Granite 

 Flint 

Soft rocks can scratch easily 

and can crumble. 

Examples of soft rock are: 

 Chalk 

 Limestone 
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Fossils and Mary Anning 

Some rocks contain fossils, these are the remains of 

living things from millions of years ago that have got 

squashed between layers of rock. The soft bits have 

rotted leaving the fossil.  


