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Glossary 

Adaption How plants and animals have changed to survive 

over millions of years. They can adapt to make them more 

suitable to their environment. 

DNA Every life form has its own genetic instructions. This is 

contained in the DNA. 

Environment The surroundings or conditions which a 

person, animal or plant lives. 

Fossils Bones and other imprints found in rocks 

underground formed millions of years ago. 

Genes These decide your traits, for example how tall you 

are, eye colour. 

Inheritance What you are given by your parents. 

Mutation When genes change from one generation to the 

next. 

Offspring The next generation of creatures, for example a 

child is a parent’s offspring.  

Variation Differences between living things in a species. 
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