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Did you know? 

The theory of natural selec6on was explored 
by 19-century naturalist Charles Dawrin. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  
 
 

  

Working together to be the best that we can be 

Science – Evolution and Inheritance 
How Have we Evolved? Spring 2 Year 6 

What is evolution and how do we know about it?  
Scientists believe that life on Earth started with much 
simpler creatures than those that exist now. They believe 
that those creatures developed gradually over time, and 
went through a long series of changes. This process is 
known as evolution. By studying organisms that exist now 
and comparing them to prehistoric remains, scientists try 
to explain those changes as well as how and why living 
things have changed over time. 
 
 

 

What is genetics? 
The instructions that tell the body how to 
develop are called genes, and the study of genes 
is known as genetics. Genes are sections of a 
chemical called DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid), 
which is packed in bundles called chromosomes 
inside a control unit called the nucleus. Human 
cells have 46 chromosomes. You inherit them 
from your parents.  

 


